
Afrofuturism: First Contact with Space Aliens
Afrofuturism is a genre of speculative fiction that explores the African
diaspora's experience in the future. It often draws on themes of history,
culture, and technology. In recent years, Afrofuturism has gained popularity
in a variety of media, including film, television, literature, and music.
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One of the most common themes in Afrofuturism is first contact with space
aliens. This theme has been explored in a variety of works, including
Octavia Butler's novel Kindred, Samuel Delany's novel Nova, and John
Ridley's film Underwater.

In these works, first contact is often portrayed as a transformative
experience for the African diaspora. It is a chance for them to escape the
racism and oppression that they have faced on Earth and to build a new
future for themselves in space. However, first contact can also be a
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dangerous time, as the aliens may not be friendly or may have their own
plans for the African diaspora.

The theme of first contact in Afrofuturism is often used to explore the
complex relationship between the African diaspora and the rest of the
world. It is a reminder that the African diaspora is not a monolithic group,
but rather a diverse and complex community with its own unique history
and culture. It is also a reminder that the future is not set, but rather is
something that is constantly being shaped by the choices that we make
today.

Examples of Afrofuturism in Film and Television

There are a number of films and television shows that explore the theme of
first contact in Afrofuturism. Some of the most notable examples include:

Kindred (1979) by Octavia Butler: A young black woman from Los
Angeles is transported back in time to a pre-Civil War Maryland
plantation.

Nova (1968) by Samuel Delany: A black astronaut is stranded on an
alien planet and must learn to survive with the help of the planet's
inhabitants.

Underwater (2020) by John Ridley: A group of scientists working on an
underwater research station make contact with an alien species.

Arrival (2016) by Denis Villeneuve: A linguist is recruited by the military
to help communicate with aliens who have arrived on Earth.

Black Panther (2018) by Ryan Coogler: A young African prince returns
home to take his rightful place as king of Wakanda, a technologically



advanced African nation.

The Significance of Afrofuturism

Afrofuturism is a significant genre of speculative fiction because it offers a
unique perspective on the African diaspora's experience. It is a genre that
is rooted in history and culture, but it also looks to the future and imagines
what is possible. Afrofuturism is a genre that is full of hope and possibility,
and it is a genre that is worth exploring.
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