
Alto and Baritone Saxophone Bach Shapes:
Comprehensive Guide for All Instruments

In the realm of woodwind instruments, the saxophone stands apart as a
versatile and expressive voice. Among the various types of saxophones,
the alto and baritone saxophones hold a prominent place, each with its
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unique tonal characteristics and playing techniques. One aspect that
contributes to the distinctive sound and playability of these saxophones is
the shape of their mouthpieces, known as Bach shapes.
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In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the world of Alto and
Baritone Saxophone Bach Shapes, exploring their history, design features,
tonal qualities, and suitability for different playing styles. Whether you're a
seasoned saxophonist or just starting your musical journey, this article will
provide valuable insights into these essential components of your
instrument.

Alto Saxophone Bach Shapes

The alto saxophone is known for its warm and mellow tone, making it a
popular choice for both classical and jazz music. The most common Bach
shape for alto saxophone is the 5C, which provides a versatile balance of
volume, projection, and tonal flexibility.
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Design Features of the 5C Bach Shape

The 5C Bach shape is characterized by its medium tip opening (1.80 mm)
and medium facing length (24 mm). This combination creates a mouthpiece
that is relatively easy to play, with a responsive and clear sound. The inner
side walls of the mouthpiece are slightly curved, providing a focused and
centered tone.

Tonal Qualities and Suitability

The 5C Bach shape produces a warm and resonant sound, with a rich and
full-bodied tone. It is particularly well-suited for classical saxophone
playing, where a balanced and versatile sound is required. However, it is
also popular among jazz saxophonists who seek a mellower and less
aggressive sound.

Variations of Alto Saxophone Bach Shapes

In addition to the 5C, there are several variations of Alto Saxophone Bach
shapes available, each with its own subtle differences in tonal qualities:

4C: A slightly smaller tip opening (1.70 mm) and shorter facing length
(23 mm) than the 5C, the 4C mouthpiece produces a brighter and
more focused sound.

6C: A larger tip opening (1.90 mm) and longer facing length (25 mm)
than the 5C, the 6C mouthpiece produces a fuller and more powerful
sound with increased projection.

7C: A larger tip opening (2.00 mm) and even longer facing length (26
mm) than the 6C, the 7C mouthpiece is designed for players who
require maximum volume and projection.



Baritone Saxophone Bach Shapes

The baritone saxophone, with its lower pitch and rich, velvety tone, adds a
distinctive depth to wind ensembles and jazz bands. The most common
Bach shape for baritone saxophone is the 4BMP, which provides a warm
and resonant sound with excellent projection.

Design Features of the 4BMP Bach Shape

The 4BMP Bach shape has a medium tip opening (2.00 mm) and a
medium facing length (24 mm). The inner side walls of the mouthpiece are
slightly more curved than the 5C shape, providing a focused and centered
tone with a slightly brighter edge.

Tonal Qualities and Suitability

The 4BMP Bach shape produces a dark and resonant sound, with a rich
and mellow tone. It is particularly well-suited for classical saxophone
playing, where a warm and sonorous sound is required. However, it is also
popular among jazz saxophonists who seek a balanced and expressive
sound with excellent projection.

Variations of Baritone Saxophone Bach Shapes

Similar to the alto saxophone, there are several variations of Baritone
Saxophone Bach shapes available:

3BMP: A slightly smaller tip opening (1.90 mm) and shorter facing
length (23 mm) than the 4BMP, the 3BMP mouthpiece produces a
brighter and more focused sound.

5BMP: A larger tip opening (2.10 mm) and longer facing length (25
mm) than the 4BMP, the 5BMP mouthpiece produces a fuller and more



powerful sound with increased projection.

6BMP: A larger tip opening (2.20 mm) and even longer facing length
(26 mm) than the 5BMP, the 6BMP mouthpiece is designed for players
who require maximum volume and projection.

Choosing the Right Bach Shape

Selecting the right Bach shape for your Alto or Baritone Saxophone
depends on several factors, including your playing style, tonal preferences,
and the specific requirements of your musical ensemble or genre.

Beginner Players: For beginners, the 5C Bach shape is often
recommended due to its versatility and ease of playability.

Classical Saxophonists: Classical saxophonists typically prefer a
warmer and more balanced sound, making the 5C or 4BMP Bach
shapes ideal choices.

Jazz Saxophonists: Jazz saxophonists may opt for a brighter and
more projecting sound, which can be achieved with the 6C or 5BMP
Bach shapes.

Ensemble Playing: In ensemble settings, saxophonists may need to
adjust their Bach shape choice based on the desired blend and
balance within the group.

Alto and Baritone Saxophone Bach Shapes play a crucial role in shaping
the sound and playability of these instruments. Understanding the design
features, tonal qualities, and variations of these mouthpieces empowers
saxophonists to make informed choices that enhance their musical
expression. Whether you're a seasoned
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