
Crooked Hallelujah: A Haunting and
Unforgettable Novel by Kelli Jo Ford
Kelli Jo Ford's debut novel, Crooked Hallelujah, is a haunting and
unforgettable story about a young woman's journey to find her place in the
world. Set in the remote mountains of Oregon, the novel follows Willa as
she grapples with the legacy of her family's Pentecostal church, the
disappearance of her sister, and her own identity.

Willa was raised in a strict Pentecostal household. Her father was the
pastor of a small church in the mountains of Oregon, and her mother was a
devout believer. Willa herself was a devout Christian, but she always felt
like there was something missing. She couldn't quite believe everything
that her church taught, and she longed for something more.

When Willa was 16, her sister, Eden, disappeared. Eden was the golden
child of the family, and her disappearance devastated Willa and her
parents. Willa was never able to find out what happened to Eden, and her
disappearance became a constant source of pain and guilt.
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As Willa grew older, she began to question her faith. She couldn't believe in
the same God that her parents did, a God who would allow a young girl to
be taken from her family. Willa's doubts led her to leave the church and to
strike out on her own.

Willa traveled to the city and tried to build a new life for herself. She got a
job, met new people, and started to explore her own identity. But Willa
couldn't escape the past. The memories of her sister's disappearance and
the teachings of her church haunted her.

Willa eventually returned to her hometown, where she faced her past and
finally came to terms with her own identity. Crooked Hallelujah is a powerful
and moving story about faith, family, and the search for identity.

Willa: The protagonist of the novel, Willa is a young woman who is
struggling to find her place in the world. She is haunted by the
disappearance of her sister and the teachings of her Pentecostal
church.

Eden: Willa's older sister, Eden was the golden child of the family. She
disappeared when she was 16, and her disappearance devastated
Willa and her parents.

Father: Willa's father is the pastor of a small Pentecostal church. He is
a devout believer, but he is also a flawed and complex character.

Mother: Willa's mother is a devout believer. She is a loving and
supportive mother, but she is also unable to understand Willa's doubts.
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Faith: Crooked Hallelujah is a novel about faith. Willa is a devout
Christian, but she begins to question her faith after her sister
disappears. She eventually comes to a new understanding of faith, but
it is a faith that is different from the one she was raised with.

Family: Crooked Hallelujah is also a novel about family. Willa is close
to her family, but she is also struggling to find her own identity apart
from them. She eventually comes to realize that she can love her
family while still being true to herself.

Identity: Crooked Hallelujah is a novel about identity. Willa is
struggling to find her place in the world. She is not sure who she is or
what she wants to do with her life. She eventually comes to realize that
she is the only one who can define her own identity.

Crooked Hallelujah has received critical acclaim. The novel has been
praised for its beautiful writing, its complex characters, and its timely
themes. Crooked Hallelujah was a finalist for the National Book Award and
the Kirkus Prize, and it was named one of the best books of the year by
The New York Times, The Washington Post, and NPR.

Crooked Hallelujah is a powerful and moving novel that will stay with you
long after you finish it. It is a story about faith, family, and the search for
identity. It is a story that will resonate with anyone who has ever questioned
their beliefs or struggled to find their place in the world.
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