
Practical Method for Taus Dilruba and Esraj: A
Comprehensive Guide
The Taus Dilruba and Esraj are two enchanting stringed instruments that
have graced Indian classical music for centuries. Their captivating melodies
and resonant tones have captivated audiences worldwide. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricate world of these instruments,
providing a detailed examination of their history, construction, playing
techniques, and more. Whether you're a seasoned musician or a curious
beginner, this resource will empower you to unlock the secrets of the Taus
Dilruba and Esraj.
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History and Origins

The Taus Dilruba is a relatively young instrument, tracing its origins to the
late 19th century in Punjab, India. It was invented by Nawab Wazir Khan, a
renowned musician, who sought to create a stringed instrument that
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combined the tonal richness of the Sarangi with the sympathetic resonance
of the Sitar. The Taus Dilruba quickly gained popularity among folk and
classical musicians alike, becoming a staple in various regional music
genres.

The Esraj, on the other hand, has a much longer history, dating back to the
16th century. Its roots can be traced to medieval India, where it was
developed as a bowed instrument to accompany devotional music. Over
the centuries, the Esraj evolved in different regions, giving rise to variations
in its construction and playing style. Today, it is primarily used in North
Indian classical music, particularly in the tradition of Khayal singing.
Construction and Design

Taus Dilruba
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The Taus Dilruba is a hybrid instrument that combines elements of the
Sarangi and Sitar. It features a wooden body shaped like a pumpkin, with a
long, slender neck. The soundboard is made of goat skin, and the
instrument is strung with 19 sympathetic strings that run under the main
playing strings. The main strings are made of steel and are played with a
wooden bow.

Esraj
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The Esraj is a bowed stringed instrument with a distinct oval-shaped body
made of wood or metal. It has a relatively short neck and a narrow, curved
fingerboard. Unlike the Taus Dilruba, the Esraj does not have sympathetic
strings. Instead, it relies on resonance chambers within its body to enhance
its sound. The strings are made of steel or gut, and the instrument is played
with a curved bow made of horsehair.
Playing Techniques

Taus Dilruba

The Taus Dilruba is played by resting it on the lap and using a wooden bow
to stroke the strings. The left hand controls the pitch and vibrato by
pressing on the strings and sliding the fingers along the fingerboard. The
right hand uses a variety of bowing techniques to produce a wide range of
sounds, including staccato, legato, and tremolo.

Esraj

The Esraj is played in a similar manner to the Taus Dilruba, with the
instrument resting on the lap and the strings bowed with a curved bow.
However, due to its shorter neck and narrower fingerboard, the Esraj
requires a more delicate touch and precise finger placement. The playing
techniques employed on the Esraj include various bow strokes and finger
movements to create expressive melodies and intricate ornaments.

Musical Styles and Applications

Taus Dilruba

The Taus Dilruba is primarily used in folk and classical music genres of
Punjab and Rajasthan. It has a versatile sound that can evoke both joy and
melancholy, making it a popular choice for devotional, romantic, and dance-
based pieces. Its rich, resonant tone adds a distinctive character to



traditional folk songs and adds a touch of elegance to classical
compositions.

Esraj

The Esraj is predominantly used in North Indian classical music, particularly
in the Khayal singing tradition. It is known for its sweet, plaintive sound that
blends harmoniously with the human voice. The Esraj's ability to sustain
notes with great clarity makes it an ideal instrument for accompanying
vocalists and providing a melodic foundation for improvisation.
Contemporary Use and Evolution

In recent years, the Taus Dilruba and Esraj have gained increasing
recognition beyond their traditional boundaries. Forward-thinking musicians
are experimenting with these instruments in fusion genres, cross-cultural
collaborations, and contemporary composition. The unique sonorities and
expressive capabilities of these instruments continue to inspire musicians
and captivate audiences worldwide.

Learning Resources

If you are interested in learning the Taus Dilruba or Esraj, there are a
number of resources available to help you get started. Numerous books,
articles, and online tutorials provide detailed information on the history,
playing techniques, and musical styles associated with these instruments.
Additionally, there are many experienced teachers and schools that offer
lessons and workshops for both beginner and advanced students.

The Taus Dilruba and Esraj are captivating stringed instruments that have
played a vital role in Indian classical music for centuries. Their unique
construction, expressive playing techniques, and rich musical applications



have made them beloved by musicians and listeners alike. This
comprehensive guide has provided a comprehensive overview of these
instruments, covering their history, construction, playing techniques, and
more. Whether you are a seasoned musician or just starting to explore the
world of stringed instruments, we hope this resource inspires you to delve
deeper into the fascinating world of the Taus Dilruba and Esraj.
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masterpiece of suspense and deception. This gripping novel, crafted by
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