
Take The Gap: A South African Handbook for
Two Years in London
London, the vibrant capital of England, beckons countless South Africans
each year, offering a tantalizing blend of culture, career opportunities, and
personal growth. Embarking on a two-year gap year in this cosmopolitan
metropolis can be an enriching experience, but it also requires careful
planning and preparation. This comprehensive handbook is designed to
guide South African adventurers through every aspect of their London
adventure.
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Visas and Immigration

As a South African citizen, you will need to obtain a Tier 5 Youth Mobility
Scheme (YMS) visa to work and live in the UK for up to two years. The
YMS visa is available to individuals between the ages of 18 and 30 and
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allows you to work in any sector, except for permanent employment as a
doctor or dentist.

To apply for a YMS visa, you must have a valid passport, proof of financial
means, and a return ticket to South Africa. You can apply for your visa
online or at the British High Commission in South Africa.

Employment

London's bustling economy offers a wide range of employment
opportunities for South Africans. From entry-level jobs in retail and
hospitality to skilled positions in finance and technology, there are
countless ways to earn a living in this thriving city.

To increase your chances of finding a job, it is essential to tailor your
resume and cover letter to the UK job market. You should also consider
networking with other South Africans in London and attending job fairs
specifically for international candidates.

Accommodation

Finding affordable accommodation in London can be a challenge, but there
are a number of options available to South Africans on a budget. Shared
housing is a popular choice, with many young professionals opting to live in
flatshares with other tenants.

Other options include renting a room in a private house or staying in a
hostel. It is important to research the different neighborhoods of London
and find an area that suits your lifestyle and budget.

Culture and Lifestyle



London is a melting pot of cultures from around the world, offering a vibrant
and diverse social scene. There are countless restaurants, bars, clubs, and
theaters to explore, as well as a wealth of museums, art galleries, and
historical sites.

South Africans in London will find a strong sense of community through the
South African community organizations and events that take place
throughout the year. These organizations provide a great way to connect
with other South Africans and learn about the local culture.

Travel

London is an ideal base for exploring the UK and Europe. With its
convenient transportation system, you can easily reach other cities in the
UK, as well as countries such as France, Spain, and Italy.

Many South Africans take advantage of their time in London to travel
extensively. This is a great opportunity to experience different cultures,
learn about history, and create lasting memories.

Personal Growth

Spending two years in London can be a transformative experience for
South Africans. Living in a new country and navigating a different culture
can lead to significant personal growth and development.

You will learn to become more independent, adaptable, and resilient. You
will also gain a greater appreciation for your own culture and a broader
understanding of the world.



Embarking on a two-year gap year in London can be an enriching and
unforgettable experience for South Africans. With careful planning and
preparation, you can make the most of your time in this vibrant and
cosmopolitan city. This handbook provides a comprehensive guide to
everything you need to know about living and working in London, ensuring
that your gap year is a success.
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The Marriage: An Absolutely Jaw-Dropping
Psychological Thriller That Will Leave You on
the Edge of Your Seat
In the realm of psychological thrillers, The Marriage stands out as a
masterpiece of suspense and deception. This gripping novel, crafted by
the masterful...
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Discover the Enchanting Charm of Budapest
and Its Environs: A Comprehensive Travel
Guide
Nestled in the heart of Central Europe, Budapest is a vibrant and
captivating city that exudes a rich tapestry of history, culture, and charm.
From the...
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