
The Clouds High Thoughts Must Have High
Language: An Exploration of the Sublime and
the Sublime Language in Samuel Taylor
Coleridge's "Kubla Khan"
Samuel Taylor Coleridge's "Kubla Khan" is a haunting and evocative poem
that captures the imagination with its vivid imagery and ethereal
atmosphere. The poem is said to have been composed in a dream after
Coleridge took opium, and it bears the marks of its origins in its
fragmentary and surreal nature. One of the most striking features of "Kubla
Khan" is its language, which is both highly descriptive and abstract.
Coleridge uses a rich vocabulary and complex syntax to create a sense of
the sublime, that is, of something that is vast, awe-inspiring, and beyond
human comprehension.

The Sublime Language of "Kubla Khan"

The language of "Kubla Khan" is full of sensory detail. Coleridge uses vivid
imagery to appeal to the senses of sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. In
the opening lines of the poem, for example, he describes the "sunny
pleasure-dome with caves of ice" and the "twice five miles of fertile ground"
that surrounds it. These images are so vivid that they almost seem to leap
off the page, and they create a strong sense of atmosphere.
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In addition to its sensory detail, the language of "Kubla Khan" is also highly
abstract. Coleridge uses many words that are difficult to define, such as
"Abyssinian maid" and "incense-bearing tree." These words create a sense
of mystery and otherworldliness, and they help to convey the poem's
themes of the sublime and the imagination.

Coleridge also uses a complex syntax to create a sense of the sublime. His
sentences are often long and winding, and they sometimes seem to defy
logic. This complexity creates a sense of awe and wonder, and it helps to
convey the poem's sense of the vastness and mystery of the universe.

The Sublime and the Imagination

The language of "Kubla Khan" is not merely descriptive. It is also
expressive of Coleridge's own thoughts and feelings about the sublime.
Coleridge believed that the sublime was a glimpse of the divine, and he
saw it as the highest form of beauty. In "Kubla Khan," he uses language to
try to capture the experience of the sublime, and he succeeds in creating a
poem that is both beautiful and awe-inspiring.

Coleridge also believed that the imagination was a key to unlocking the
sublime. He saw the imagination as a creative force that could transcend
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the limits of human reason and experience. In "Kubla Khan," he uses
language to explore the power of the imagination, and he shows how it can
create a world that is both beautiful and terrifying.

The language of "Kubla Khan" is a powerful and evocative tool that
Coleridge uses to explore the themes of the sublime and the imagination.
Coleridge's use of sensory detail, abstract language, and complex syntax
creates a sense of awe and wonder, and it helps to convey the poem's
sense of the vastness and mystery of the universe. "Kubla Khan" is a
masterpiece of the English language, and it is a testament to Coleridge's
genius as a poet.
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