
The Coin Story of the Holocaust: A Symbol of
Hope and Remembrance
In the depths of the Holocaust's horrors, Jewish prisoners at the Auschwitz
concentration camp found a glimmer of hope and defiance in the most
unexpected of places: coins.
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Amidst the unspeakable suffering and brutality, a group of prisoners, known
as the Sonderkommando, were tasked with the grim duty of disposing of
the remains of those gassed in the camp's crematoriums. Within the ashes
of their fellow victims, they discovered something extraordinary: coins.

These coins, often hidden in the mouths or clothing of the murdered,
became a symbol of the victims' lives and a testament to their resilience. In
a world where everything was stripped away from them, these coins
represented a tangible connection to the world beyond the concentration
camp.
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Recognizing their significance, the Sonderkommando prisoners began to
collect and hoard these coins. They often risked their lives to retrieve them,
knowing that possession of money was strictly forbidden in Auschwitz.

As the war progressed, the Sonderkommando prisoners devised a
clandestine plan. They would melt down the coins and use them to create
their own coins, which would serve as a symbol of hope and a reminder of
the horrors they had witnessed.

Using crude tools and limited materials, they crafted coins out of aluminum,
zinc, and even pieces of gold teeth. The coins were small and unassuming,
but each one carried a powerful message.

Some coins bore the Star of David, a symbol of Jewish identity. Others
depicted scenes of the Auschwitz camp, such as the barracks or the
crematoriums. Many coins were inscribed with messages of hope, such as
"We will survive" or "Remember us."

The creation of these coins was an act of defiance and resistance. It was a
way for the prisoners to reclaim their humanity and to leave a lasting legacy
of their suffering.

As the war drew to a close, the Sonderkommando prisoners knew they had
to find a way to preserve their coins. They buried them in the ground,
hoping that they would one day be discovered and their story told.

After the war, the coins were unearthed and became a powerful symbol of
the Holocaust. They have been exhibited in museums around the world
and have inspired countless books, films, and works of art.



The Coin Story of the Holocaust is a reminder of the horrors that human
beings are capable of. But it is also a story of hope and resilience. It is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of those who survived the Holocaust and
a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope.

Here are some of the most famous coins created by the Sonderkommando
prisoners:

The "Auschwitz Star" coin, which features a Star of David surrounded
by the inscription "Auschwitz."

The "Barrack 10" coin, which depicts a barracks at Auschwitz.

The "Crematorium III" coin, which shows the crematorium where many
of the victims of Auschwitz were murdered.

The "We Will Survive" coin, which bears the inscription "Wir werden
überleben" in German.

The "Remember Us" coin, which is inscribed with the words
"Remember Us" in English.

The Coin Story of the Holocaust is a powerful reminder of the human
spirit's ability to endure even the most unimaginable horrors. It is a story
that should never be forgotten.
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