
The Complete Jethro Burns Mandolin: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Instrument and
Its Master

The mandolin is a plucked string instrument that has been around for
centuries. It is a versatile instrument that can be used in a variety of
genres, from classical to bluegrass to folk. One of the most famous
mandolinists of all time is Jethro Burns. Burns was a master of the
instrument and his playing style was both unique and influential. This article
will provide a comprehensive overview of the Jethro Burns mandolin, from
its history and design to its playing techniques and notable players.
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History of the Jethro Burns Mandolin

Jethro Burns was born in 1920 in Hyden, Kentucky. He began playing the
mandolin at a young age and quickly developed a unique and innovative
playing style. In the 1940s, Burns joined the bluegrass group Flatt &
Scruggs and became one of the most popular and influential mandolinists
in the world.
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Burns' mandolin was a Gibson F-5 model that he purchased in 1945. He
made a number of modifications to the instrument, including adding a
Bigsby vibrato tailpiece and a custom-made pickguard. Burns' mandolin
was known for its bright and clear sound, and it is still considered to be one
of the best mandolins ever made.

Design of the Jethro Burns Mandolin

The Jethro Burns mandolin is a Gibson F-5 model with a number of
modifications. The body is made of maple and the neck is made of
mahogany. The fingerboard is made of ebony and has 22 frets. The
headstock is slotted and has a "Gibson" logo inlaid in pearl.

The most notable modification that Burns made to his mandolin is the
addition of a Bigsby vibrato tailpiece. The Bigsby tailpiece allows the player
to add vibrato to their playing. Burns also added a custom-made pickguard
to his mandolin. The pickguard is made of tortoise shell and has a "JB"
monogram inlaid in pearl.

Playing Techniques of Jethro Burns

Jethro Burns was a master of the mandolin. He had a unique playing style
that was characterized by his use of fast and intricate picking patterns.
Burns also used a lot of vibrato in his playing, which gave his music a
distinctive sound.

One of the most famous Jethro Burns playing techniques is the "butterfly
roll." The butterfly roll is a fast and intricate picking pattern that involves
using both hands to pick the strings. Burns would often use the butterfly roll
to play fast and flashy solos.



Another famous Jethro Burns playing technique is the "double stop." The
double stop is a technique that involves playing two notes at the same time.
Burns would often use the double stop to play harmony lines and to create
a fuller sound.

Notable Players of the Jethro Burns Mandolin

In addition to Jethro Burns, a number of other notable players have played
the Jethro Burns mandolin. These players include Bill Monroe, Earl
Scruggs, and Ricky Skaggs.

Bill Monroe was one of the pioneers of bluegrass music. He played a
Gibson F-5 mandolin that was similar to the Jethro Burns mandolin.
Monroe's playing style was characterized by his use of fast and intricate
picking patterns.

Earl Scruggs was another pioneer of bluegrass music. He played a Gibson
F-5 mandolin that was also similar to the Jethro Burns mandolin. Scruggs'
playing style was characterized by his use of a three-finger picking
technique.

Ricky Skaggs is a contemporary bluegrass musician who is known for his
innovative playing style. He plays a Gibson F-5 mandolin that is modeled
after the Jethro Burns mandolin. Skaggs' playing style is characterized by
his use of fast and intricate picking patterns and his use of a variety of
techniques, including the butterfly roll and the double stop.

The Jethro Burns mandolin is one of the most famous and influential
mandolins in the world. It is a versatile instrument that can be used in a
variety of genres. The Jethro Burns mandolin is known for its bright and



clear sound and its unique playing techniques. A number of notable players
have played the Jethro Burns mandolin, including Bill Monroe, Earl
Scruggs, and Ricky Skaggs.
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