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The Daring and the Dead is a 2019 fantasy novel by Lyndsay Faye. The
novel tells the story of Constance Kopp, a young woman who disguises
herself as a man to fight in the American Civil War. The novel was well-
received by critics, and was nominated for the Nebula Award for Best
Novel.
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The novel is set in 1861, at the outbreak of the American Civil War.
Constance Kopp is a young woman who is eager to fight for the Union
cause. However, she knows that women are not allowed to serve in the
military. So, she disguises herself as a man and enlists in the Union Army
under the name "Connor Kopp."

Connor quickly proves to be a skilled soldier. He is brave, resourceful, and
determined. He quickly rises through the ranks, and soon becomes a
respected member of his regiment. However, Connor's secret is always in
danger of being discovered. If his true identity is revealed, he will be
dishonorably discharged from the Army and could even be executed.

As the war rages on, Connor finds himself torn between his duty to his
country and his desire to live a life true to himself. He must also confront
the growing prejudice against women in the military. Despite the dangers,
Connor is determined to fight for what he believes in, no matter the cost.

Characters

The Daring and the Dead features a cast of complex and well-developed
characters. The protagonist, Constance Kopp, is a strong and courageous
woman who is determined to fight for what she believes in. She is also a
complex character who struggles with her own identity and the prejudice
against women in the military.

Other notable characters in the novel include:

John Reid: A fellow soldier who is Connor's close friend and confidant.

Captain James Ryan: Connor's commanding officer, who is a strict
but fair leader.



Sarah Bowman: A nurse who becomes Connor's love interest.

Themes

The Daring and the Dead explores a number of complex themes, including:

Gender roles and expectations: The novel challenges traditional
gender roles and expectations by featuring a female protagonist who
disguises herself as a man to fight in the war.

The cost of war: The novel depicts the horrors of the Civil War, and
the toll it takes on both soldiers and civilians.

The power of identity: The novel explores the importance of identity,
and the ways in which it can be both a source of strength and a source
of conflict.

Critical reception

The Daring and the Dead was well-received by critics. The novel was
praised for its strong characters, its well-researched historical setting, and
its exploration of complex themes. The novel was also nominated for the
Nebula Award for Best Novel.

The Daring and the Dead is a captivating tale of courage, identity, and the
cost of war. The novel features a strong and complex protagonist, a well-
researched historical setting, and a thoughtful exploration of complex
themes. The Daring and the Dead is a must-read for fans of historical
fiction, fantasy, and stories about strong women.
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