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In her critically acclaimed novel, The Great Believers, Rebecca Makkai
weaves a tapestry of interconnected narratives that poignantly explores the
devastating impact of the AIDS crisis on a group of friends in Chicago.
Spanning decades and delving into the lives of unforgettable characters,
the novel offers a profound and heartbreaking account of loss, resilience,
and the enduring power of love amidst adversity.

Unforgettable Characters and Interwoven Stories

The novel centers around the lives of Nico Auriemma, a talented artist who
dies from AIDS in 1985; his best friend, Yale Tishman, a curator who
grapples with grief and guilt; and Fiona Walsh, Nico's lover and a writer
who struggles to come to terms with her loss. Through alternating
perspectives and flashbacks, Makkai skillfully interweaves their narratives,
revealing the intricate connections and profound impact of their shared
experiences.

The Devastating Impact of AIDS

The Great Believers unflinchingly portrays the horrors of the AIDS crisis,
exposing the fear, stigma, and discrimination that marginalized and isolated
countless individuals. Makkai delves into the medical and emotional
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complexities of the disease, capturing the anguish and despair of those
affected. Through Nico's tragic story, she highlights the devastating human
toll of the crisis, leaving a lasting impression on readers.

Resilience and the Power of Love

Despite the darkness of the AIDS crisis, Makkai's novel also shines a light
on the resilience and strength of the human spirit. The characters in The
Great Believers find solace and support in their relationships with each
other, creating a poignant and unforgettable tribute to the power of love and
friendship. Yale's unwavering devotion to Nico, Fiona's determination to
keep his memory alive, and the unwavering support of their friends serve
as beacons of hope amidst the devastation.

Historical Context and Cultural Significance

The Great Believers not only tells a personal story but also delves into the
broader historical and cultural context of the AIDS crisis. Makkai weaves
historical events into the narrative, providing a glimpse into the political
debates, social unrest, and scientific breakthroughs that shaped the
response to the epidemic. The novel serves as a powerful reminder of the
devastating impact of the AIDS crisis on the LGBTQ community and the
ongoing fight against HIV/AIDS.

Literary Excellence and Critical Acclaim

The Great Believers has received widespread critical acclaim for its literary
excellence. Makkai's evocative prose, compelling characters, and masterful
handling of a complex subject have earned the novel numerous accolades.
It was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2019 and was shortlisted for
the National Book Award for Fiction in 2018.



Rebecca Makkai's The Great Believers is a profoundly moving and
unforgettable novel that explores the devastating legacy of the AIDS crisis.
Through interconnected narratives that span decades and feature
unforgettable characters, the novel sheds light on the horrors of the
disease, the resilience of the human spirit, and the enduring power of love.
It is a must-read for anyone interested in contemporary fiction, LGBTQ
literature, or historical accounts of the AIDS crisis.

The Great Believers is a literary masterpiece that will continue to resonate
with readers for generations to come. It serves as a testament to the power
of storytelling to illuminate dark chapters of history and inspire hope and
compassion in the face of adversity.
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