
The Intriguing History and Legacy of "The
Matter Of Empire"
"The Matter Of Empire" is a captivating epic poem that chronicles the
legendary history of England and its rulers. Composed in the late 13th
century, this literary masterpiece has profoundly shaped the national
consciousness and identity of the English people. This article delves into
the fascinating history, enduring influence, and profound significance of
"The Matter Of Empire."

Origins and Authorship

The origins of "The Matter Of Empire" can be traced back to the oral
traditions of Anglo-Saxon and Celtic cultures. It is believed that the poem,
initially known as "Brut," was first written down around 1155 by Robert
Wace, a Norman poet living in England. Wace's version of the poem,
however, is now lost.
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In the late 13th century, Layamon, a Worcestershire priest, embarked on a
monumental task of translating Wace's "Brut" into English. Layamon's
version, known as "Layamon's Brut," expanded the original poem
considerably and added significant new material. This revised and
expanded work forms the basis of what we now know as "The Matter Of
Empire."

Plot and Themes

"The Matter Of Empire" tells the sweeping story of England's kings and
queens, beginning with the legendary Brutus, the great-grandson of the
Trojan hero Aeneas. The poem chronicles the reigns of successive rulers,
their battles, conquests, and diplomatic achievements.

Central to "The Matter Of Empire" is the theme of national identity and
destiny. The poem glorifies England as a great and noble nation and
celebrates the accomplishments of its leaders. It also explores themes of
lineage, loyalty, and betrayal.

Influence on English Literature and Culture

"The Matter Of Empire" had a profound impact on English literature and
culture. It inspired generations of writers, including William Shakespeare,
Edmund Spenser, and Geoffrey Chaucer. The poem's characters and
stories became synonymous with English history and mythology.

Moreover, "The Matter Of Empire" played a crucial role in shaping the
English language. It introduced numerous new words and phrases into the
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English vocabulary, many of which are still in use today. The poem also
helped to develop a standard English language, fostering a sense of unity
among the people of England.

Legacy and Historical Significance

Today, "The Matter Of Empire" remains an important literary and historical
document. It provides invaluable insights into the beliefs, values, and
aspirations of the English people during the medieval period. The poem
has been adapted into countless plays, novels, and films, ensuring that its
stories and characters continue to captivate audiences worldwide.

Beyond its literary and cultural significance, "The Matter Of Empire" served
as a powerful tool for political legitimacy. It legitimized the rule of England's
kings and queens, providing a historical foundation for their power. The
poem also helped to unite the people of England under a common history
and identity.

Modern Interpretations and Receptions

Despite its historical significance, "The Matter Of Empire" has faced
criticism in recent times for its glorification of war and imperialism. Some
critics have argued that the poem perpetuates a romanticized view of
English history, ignoring the suffering and oppression that accompanied its
rise to power.

However, modern interpretations of the poem have sought to re-evaluate its
historical context and its relevance to contemporary society. Scholars and
educators have explored the multifaceted nature of "The Matter Of Empire,"
acknowledging both its literary and cultural significance while also critiquing
its problematic aspects.



"The Matter Of Empire" is a complex and enduring work of literature that
has shaped the history, culture, and identity of England. Its captivating
story, rich themes, and profound influence continue to inspire and provoke
readers centuries after its original composition. While it is essential to
critically examine the poem's portrayal of history and power, it remains a
testament to the enduring power of storytelling and its ability to shape a
nation's understanding of itself.
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