
The Legendary Seven Six Gunners and Mule
Man: Gunslingers in the Wild West
In the untamed frontiers of the American Wild West, where lawlessness
reigned and legends were forged, there existed a group of enigmatic and
formidable gunmen known as the Seven Six Gunners. Led by the enigmatic
Mule Man, these sharpshooters left an enduring mark on the history of the
West. This comprehensive article will delve into the lives, exploits, and
enduring legacy of these legendary figures.

The Seven Six Gunners were a notorious band of outlaws who terrorized
the Colorado Territory in the 1860s and 1870s. Their moniker originated
from the caliber of their preferred firearms, the .45-caliber six-shot
revolvers. The identity of the group's members remains shrouded in
mystery, with various accounts and theories circulating over the years.

Some historians believe that the Seven Six Gunners were a loose
confederation of skilled gunmen, while others suggest they were organized
under a formal hierarchy. Regardless of their exact structure, the group
shared a common trait: a reputation for ruthlessness and deadly
marksmanship.
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At the helm of the Seven Six Gunners stood the enigmatic figure known as
Mule Man. Born as Samuel Gary in Indiana, Mule Man's early life remains
largely unknown. He earned his nickname from his exceptional skills in
driving and handling mules, a valuable asset in the rugged terrain of the
Wild West.

Mule Man possessed an enigmatic personality, balancing a charming and
charismatic demeanor with a ruthless and uncompromising nature. His
keen intelligence and ability to inspire loyalty made him a charismatic
leader within the Seven Six Gunners.

The rise of the Seven Six Gunners coincided with a tumultuous period in
American history. The American Civil War had just ended, and the West
was a lawless frontier where violence and conflict were commonplace. The
presence of gold and other precious minerals attracted fortune seekers and
desperadoes alike, creating a volatile and dangerous environment.

Amidst this chaos, the Seven Six Gunners emerged as a formidable force,
preying on stagecoaches, banks, and settlements. Their reputation for
ruthlessness and their ability to strike with precision and speed made them
feared throughout the Colorado Territory.

The Seven Six Gunners' exploits became the stuff of legend in the Wild
West. They were known for their daring robberies, their willingness to
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engage in gunfights, and their ability to outmaneuver law enforcement.
Some of their most infamous crimes include:

The Robinson Stagecoach Robbery (1868): The gang robbed a
stagecoach carrying over $100,000 in gold, establishing their
reputation as dangerous and daring outlaws.

The First National Bank of Denver Robbery (1869): The Seven Six
Gunners boldly robbed one of the largest banks in Denver, making off
with over $100,000.

The Willow Creek Raid (1870): The gang attacked a wagon train
carrying supplies for miners, killing several guards and stealing
valuable goods.

The crimes of the Seven Six Gunners did not go unpunished. Law
enforcement officials in the Colorado Territory relentlessly pursued the
gang, determined to bring them to justice. The combined efforts of local
sheriffs, Pinkerton detectives, and federal marshals gradually chipped away
at the group's ranks.

One by one, the Seven Six Gunners met their end. Some were killed in
gunfights, others were captured and sentenced to prison, and a few
managed to escape and disappear into obscurity. Mule Man himself was
apprehended in 1874 and sentenced to life imprisonment. He died in prison
in 1908, leaving behind a legacy of legend and controversy.

The Seven Six Gunners and Mule Man have left an enduring mark on the
history of the American Wild West. Their exploits and their violent end have
been immortalized in books, movies, and television shows. Their story
serves as a reminder of the lawlessness and violence that characterized



the era, as well as the resilience and determination of those who sought to
enforce justice.

In the towns and settlements of the Colorado Territory, the Seven Six
Gunners are remembered as dangerous outlaws who terrorized the
population. However, their exploits have also inspired a sense of awe and
fascination, leading to their romanticization in popular culture.

The Seven Six Gunners and Mule Man represent a complex and
fascinating chapter in American history. Their lives and crimes provide a
glimpse into the lawlessness and violence of the Wild West, while their
enduring legacy continues to captivate and inspire generations of historians
and Western enthusiasts. By delving into their story, we gain a deeper
understanding of the challenges and hardships faced by those who lived
during this transformative period in American history.
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