
The Morality of Mrs. Dulska: A Critical
Analysis of Morality in Bourgeois Society
Gabriela Zapolska's play, "The Morality of Mrs. Dulska," is a captivating
exploration of the hypocritical and oppressive moral code that permeates
bourgeois society. The play centers around Mrs. Dulska, a wealthy and
influential matriarch, who embodies the virtues of this code while secretly
indulging in illicit affairs and harboring a ruthless disdain for those she
deems inferior.

Mrs. Dulska's Hypocritical Facade
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Mrs. Dulska's morality is a carefully constructed facade, designed to
maintain her position and reputation within society. She presents herself as
a pious and devout woman, attending church regularly and frequently
engaging in charitable work. However, beneath this veneer of respectability
lies a web of secrets and double standards.
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One of the most striking examples of Mrs. Dulska's hypocrisy is her
treatment of her daughter, Mela. While publicly espousing the virtues of
chastity and morality, Mrs. Dulska is quick to condemn Mela for having an
affair with the artist Hanka. This condemnation stems not from a genuine
concern for Mela's well-being but rather from the fear of scandal and social
disapproval.

The Oppressive Nature of Bourgeois Morality

"The Morality of Mrs. Dulska" reveals how bourgeois morality can be a tool
of oppression, used to control and manipulate individuals. This morality
enforces strict adherence to social norms and punishments those who
deviate from them.

Mrs. Dulska's unwavering belief in this morality blinds her to its destructive
consequences. Her relentless pursuit of reputation and social standing
leads her to alienate her family and drive her daughter to desperation.

The Corruption of the Bourgeois Class

Zapolska's play also exposes the corruption that permeates the bourgeois
class. Mrs. Dulska's wealth and influence allow her to manipulate the law
and evade consequences for her misdeeds. Her husband, Dulski, is a
corrupt businessman who exploits his workers.

This corruption extends beyond the individual level to infect the entire
social fabric. The bourgeois morality that Mrs. Dulska upholds is a sham,
designed to protect the interests of the wealthy and powerful while
oppressing those who do not conform.



The Search for Authenticity

Amidst the hypocrisy and oppression, "The Morality of Mrs. Dulska" offers a
glimpse of hope through the character of Hanka. Hanka represents
authenticity and freedom from societal constraints. She challenges the
established norms and embraces her own desires.

Hanka's presence disrupts Mrs. Dulska's carefully constructed world,
exposing the emptiness and falsehoods that lie beneath it. She offers a
glimmer of hope for a more just and authentic society.

Gabriela Zapolska's "The Morality of Mrs. Dulska" is a powerful indictment
of the hypocritical and oppressive moral code that governs bourgeois
society. Through the character of Mrs. Dulska, Zapolska reveals the
destructive consequences of this morality, exposing the corruption and
alienation that it engenders.

However, the play also offers a glimmer of hope through the character of
Hanka, representing the search for authenticity and the possibility of a
more just and humane society. "The Morality of Mrs. Dulska" is a timeless
work that continues to resonate with audiences today, challenging us to
question the values we hold and the society we create.

Image Alt Attribute: A portrait of Mrs. Dulska, a woman dressed in fine
attire, looking stern and disapproving.
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