
The New Authoritarianism in the Middle East
and North Africa: A Middle East Studies
Perspective
The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has witnessed a
resurgence of authoritarianism in recent years. This new authoritarianism is
different from the traditional authoritarianism of the past. It is more
sophisticated, more adaptive, and more resilient.
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The new authoritarianism in the MENA region is characterized by the
following features:

Control of the media: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA region have
tightened their control over the media, both traditional and social. This
has allowed them to suppress dissent and promote their own
narratives.
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Suppression of civil society: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA
region have also cracked down on civil society organizations. This has
made it more difficult for people to organize and advocate for their
rights.

Use of violence and intimidation: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA
region have used violence and intimidation to silence their opponents.
This has created a climate of fear and has made it difficult for people to
speak out.

Erosion of democratic institutions: Authoritarian regimes in the
MENA region have eroded democratic institutions, such as parliaments
and judiciaries. This has made it more difficult for people to hold their
governments accountable.

The new authoritarianism in the MENA region has had a number of
negative consequences. It has led to a decline in political freedoms, a rise
in human rights abuses, and a decrease in economic growth. It has also
made the region more unstable and has contributed to the rise of
extremism.

The new authoritarianism in the MENA region is a serious challenge to
democracy and human rights. It is important to understand the nature of
this new authoritarianism and to develop strategies to counter it. Middle
East studies scholars can play a key role in this effort by providing research
and analysis on the new authoritarianism and by advocating for democratic
reforms.

The Roots of the New Authoritarianism



The roots of the new authoritarianism in the MENA region are complex and
varied. However, some of the key factors that have contributed to its rise
include:

The Arab Spring: The Arab Spring uprisings of 2011-2012 led to the
overthrow of authoritarian regimes in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and
Yemen. However, these revolutions were followed by a backlash from
authoritarian forces, who have sought to restore their power.

The rise of ISIS: The rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)
has created a sense of insecurity and fear in the MENA region. This
has led some governments to adopt more authoritarian measures in
order to combat the threat of terrorism.

The global economic crisis: The global economic crisis of 2008 has
had a devastating impact on the MENA region. This has led to high
unemployment and poverty, which has made people more susceptible
to authoritarian propaganda.

The Consequences of the New Authoritarianism

The new authoritarianism in the MENA region has had a number of
negative consequences, including:

A decline in political freedoms: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA
region have restricted freedom of speech, assembly, and association.
This has made it more difficult for people to participate in political life.

A rise in human rights abuses: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA
region have committed a wide range of human rights abuses, including
arbitrary arrests, torture, and extrajudicial killings.



A decrease in economic growth: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA
region have stifled economic growth by creating a climate of
uncertainty and by suppressing innovation.

An increase in instability: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA region
have made the region more unstable by suppressing dissent and by
creating a sense of injustice.

A rise in extremism: Authoritarian regimes in the MENA region have
contributed to the rise of extremism by creating a vacuum that has
been filled by extremist groups.

Countering the New Authoritarianism

The new authoritarianism in the MENA region is a serious challenge to
democracy and human rights. It is important to develop strategies to
counter this new authoritarianism. These strategies should include:

Supporting democratic forces: The international community should
support democratic forces in the MENA region. This includes providing
financial and technical assistance to civil society organizations,
independent media outlets, and political parties.

Promoting human rights: The international community should
promote human rights in the MENA region. This includes calling out
authoritarian regimes for their abuses and imposing sanctions on those
who violate human rights.

Addressing the root causes of authoritarianism: The international
community should address the root causes of authoritarianism in the
MENA region. This includes promoting economic development,
reducing poverty, and promoting good governance.



The new authoritarianism in the MENA region is a serious challenge, but it
is not insurmountable. By working together, the international community
can support democratic forces, promote human rights, and address the root
causes of authoritarianism. In this way, we can help to build a more
democratic and just future for the MENA region.

The new authoritarianism in the MENA region is a complex and challenging
phenomenon. However, it is important to understand the nature of this new
authoritarianism and to develop strategies to counter it. Middle East studies
scholars can play a key role in this effort by providing research and
analysis on the new authoritarianism and by advocating for democratic
reforms.

By working together, the international community can support democratic
forces, promote human rights, and address the root causes of
authoritarianism in the MENA region. In this way, we can help to build a
more democratic and just future for the region.
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