
The Routledge Handbook of Policy Design: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Field
The Routledge Handbook of Policy Design is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to the field of public policy design. Edited by leading
scholars Michael Howlett and M. Ramesh, the handbook brings together a
team of international experts to provide a state-of-the-art overview of the
key concepts, theories, and methods used in policy design.

The handbook is divided into seven parts, each of which covers a different
aspect of policy design. Part I provides an overview of the theoretical
foundations of policy design, including the concept of policy as a problem-
solving tool, the role of values in policy design, and the different types of
policy instruments that can be used to achieve policy goals. Part II
examines the process of policy design, from problem identification and goal
setting to the development and implementation of policy options. Part III
focuses on the evaluation of policy outcomes, including the different
methods for measuring policy effectiveness and the challenges of
attributing policy impacts to specific interventions. Part IV discusses the
role of stakeholders in policy design, including the different ways that
stakeholders can participate in the policy process and the challenges of
managing stakeholder conflicts. Part V examines the political context of
policy design, including the role of institutions, power, and ideology in
shaping policy outcomes. Part VI provides a comparative analysis of policy
design in different countries and regions, highlighting the different
approaches to policy design that have been adopted around the world. Part
VII concludes the handbook with a discussion of the future of policy design,
including the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for the field.



The Routledge Handbook of Policy Design is an essential resource for
anyone interested in the study or practice of public policy. It provides a
comprehensive and authoritative overview of the key concepts, theories,
and methods used in policy design, and it offers a valuable resource for
policymakers, researchers, and students alike.
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The Routledge Handbook of Policy Design begins by introducing the key
concepts of policy design. These concepts include:

Policy: A course of action or inaction taken by a government or other
public authority to address a public problem or issue.

Policy design: The process of developing and implementing policies.

Policy instruments: The tools that governments use to implement
policies, such as laws, regulations, taxes, and subsidies.

Policy outcomes: The effects of policies on the target population or
issue.
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Policy evaluation: The process of assessing the effectiveness of
policies.

These concepts are essential for understanding the field of policy design.
They provide a framework for thinking about the different aspects of policy
design and for evaluating the effectiveness of different policies.

The process of policy design is complex and iterative. It typically involves
the following steps:

1. Problem identification: Identifying the public problem or issue that
the policy is intended to address.

2. Goal setting: Establishing the desired outcomes of the policy.

3. Policy development: Developing and evaluating different policy
options.

4. Policy implementation: Putting the policy into effect.

5. Policy evaluation: Assessing the effectiveness of the policy and
making necessary adjustments.

The process of policy design is not always linear. It is often necessary to
revisit earlier steps in the process as new information or insights emerge.
However, the steps outlined above provide a general framework for thinking
about the policy design process.

The evaluation of policy outcomes is an essential part of the policy design
process. It allows policymakers to assess the effectiveness of their policies
and to make necessary adjustments. There are a variety of different
methods for evaluating policy outcomes, including:



Quantitative analysis: Using data to measure the effects of policies
on the target population or issue.

Qualitative analysis: Using non-numerical methods to assess the
effects of policies, such as interviews, focus groups, and case studies.

Mixed methods: Combining quantitative and qualitative methods to
provide a more comprehensive evaluation of policy outcomes.

The choice of evaluation method depends on the specific policy and the
available data. However, all evaluations should be conducted in a rigorous
and objective manner.

Stakeholders are individuals or groups who are affected by or have an
interest in a policy. They can include citizens, businesses, interest groups,
and government agencies. Stakeholders can play a variety of roles in the
policy design process, including:

Providing input on policy development: Stakeholders can provide
valuable insights into the problem that the policy is intended to address
and the potential effects of different policy options.

Participating in policy implementation: Stakeholders can help to
implement policies and to ensure that they are implemented effectively.

Evaluating policy outcomes: Stakeholders can provide feedback on
the effectiveness of policies and help to identify areas for
improvement.

The involvement of stakeholders in the policy design process can help to
ensure that policies are more responsive to the needs of the target



population and that they are more likely to be implemented effectively.

The political context in which policy design takes place has a significant
impact on the outcome of the process. Factors such as the distribution of
power, the role of institutions, and the prevailing ideology can all shape the
design and implementation of policies.

In democratic societies, the political context is often characterized by
competition between different political parties and interest groups. This
competition can lead to the adoption of policies that are designed to appeal
to the median voter or to specific interest groups. In authoritarian societies,
the political context is often characterized by the concentration of power in
the hands of a single individual or group. This can lead to the adoption of
policies that are designed to maintain the power of the ruling elite.

The role of institutions in the policy design process is also important.
Institutions are the rules and procedures that govern the behavior of
individuals and organizations. They can shape the way that policies are
developed, implemented, and evaluated. For example, in countries with
strong institutions, policies are more likely to be based on evidence and to
be implemented effectively.

The prevailing ideology can also have a significant impact on the design of
policies. Ideology is a system of beliefs that shapes the way that people
view the world and their place in it. It can influence the way that people
define problems, set goals, and evaluate policy options. For example, in
countries with a strong individualistic ideology, policies are more likely to be
designed to promote individual freedom and self-reliance. In countries with



a strong collectivist ideology, policies are more likely to be designed to
promote social solidarity and cooperation.

The political context in which policy design takes place is complex and
ever-changing. However, by understanding the key factors that shape the
political context, policymakers can increase their chances of success in
designing and implementing effective policies.

Comparative policy design is the study of policy design across different
countries and regions. It seeks to identify the commonalities and
differences in the way that policies are designed and implemented in
different contexts. Comparative policy design can help to identify best
practices and to inform the
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