
Wealth and New Zealand BWB Texts 33: An
Exploration of Ancestral Inheritance, Land
Ownership, and Social Stratification
In the tapestry of New Zealand's history, the interplay between wealth,
ancestral inheritance, land ownership, and social stratification has woven a
complex and often contentious narrative. BWB Texts 33, a collection of
Maori and Pakeha narratives, provides a rich source of insights into these
intricate relationships and their enduring impact on New Zealand society.

Ancestral Inheritance: The Foundation of Maori Wealth

For Maori, ancestral inheritance has been the cornerstone of wealth and
social status since time immemorial. Land, the most prized possession,
was passed down through generations, with each family having its own
ancestral territory known as a rohe. This inheritance system, known as
tikanga whakapapa, ensured the continuity and prosperity of Maori
communities.
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BWB Texts 33 contains numerous accounts of Maori families fiercely
defending their rohe against encroachment and exploitation by European
settlers. These narratives reveal the deep spiritual and cultural significance
of land to Maori, and the devastating consequences of its loss.

Land Ownership: The Basis of Pakeha Wealth

In contrast to Maori, Pakeha (European) wealth in New Zealand was
largely based on land ownership. After the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi
in 1840, the British Crown claimed vast tracts of Maori land, which was
then sold to European settlers. This process, known as colonization,
created a new class of landowning elite in New Zealand.

The acquisition of Maori land by Pakeha had profound consequences for
the distribution of wealth and social status in New Zealand. Maori, who had
previously been wealthy and independent, were suddenly dispossessed of
their ancestral lands and reduced to poverty. Pakeha, on the other hand,
became wealthy landowners and established a dominant position in
society.

Social Stratification: The Legacy of Colonization

The unequal distribution of wealth and land in New Zealand led to a rigid
social stratification system. Maori, who had once been the dominant
population, were now relegated to a subordinate position. Pakeha, as the
new ruling class, enjoyed greater wealth, power, and privilege.
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This social stratification system has had a lasting impact on New Zealand
society. Maori continue to face significant socioeconomic challenges, while
Pakeha remain disproportionately represented in positions of wealth and
power. The legacy of colonization continues to shape the social and
economic landscape of New Zealand today.

The Impact of Capitalism

The of capitalism to New Zealand further exacerbated the gap between
Maori and Pakeha wealth. Capitalism, with its emphasis on private property
and profit maximization, encouraged the accumulation of wealth by a few
individuals and corporations. This process further dispossessed Maori of
their ancestral lands and concentrated wealth in the hands of a small elite.

BWB Texts 33 contains many examples of Maori being exploited by
capitalist enterprises, such as land speculators and logging companies.
These narratives reveal the devastating impact of capitalism on Maori
communities and the erosion of their traditional way of life.

Towards a More Equitable Future

The legacy of wealth inequality and social stratification in New Zealand is a
complex and challenging issue. However, there is growing awareness of
the need to address these disparities and create a more equitable society.

The Treaty of Waitangi, which guarantees Maori rights and interests, has
been a key framework for addressing historical injustices and promoting
reconciliation. In recent years, there have been significant efforts to return
Maori land and provide financial compensation for past grievances.



Additionally, there is a growing recognition of the importance of education
and economic empowerment for Maori. By providing Maori with the skills
and opportunities they need to succeed, New Zealand can move towards a
more inclusive and prosperous society.

The relationship between wealth, ancestral inheritance, land ownership,
and social stratification in New Zealand is a complex and ongoing story.
BWB Texts 33 provides valuable insights into these intricate connections
and their enduring impact on New Zealand society.

By understanding the historical and cultural factors that have shaped
wealth inequality in New Zealand, we can work towards creating a more
equitable future for all New Zealanders.
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