
Wind Point Lighthouse: A Beacon of
Endurance Amidst the Raging Winds and
Shifting Sands of Lake Michigan
Perched majestically on the southernmost tip of Racine County in
Wisconsin, Wind Point Lighthouse stands as a testament to the indomitable
spirit of humankind and the enduring power of history. Originally
constructed in 1839, this iconic lighthouse has witnessed countless storms,
served as a beacon of hope for generations of sailors, and played a vital
role in shaping the maritime heritage of the Great Lakes region.
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Origins and Early Years

The genesis of Wind Point Lighthouse can be traced back to the early 19th
century, when the burgeoning shipping industry on Lake Michigan
demanded improved navigational aids to ensure the safe passage of
vessels. In 1838, Congress allocated funds for the construction of a
lighthouse at Wind Point, recognizing the strategic importance of this
location at the northern entrance to Racine Harbor.

The construction of the lighthouse commenced in 1839 under the
supervision of Captain John Garland, an experienced mariner and
lighthouse builder. The lighthouse was designed with a sturdy brick tower,
standing 60 feet tall, and a lantern room equipped with 13 lamps and
reflectors. The original light source was a whale oil lamp, which was later
replaced by a kerosene lamp in 1855 and an electric light in 1928.

The War of 1812 and its Aftermath

The War of 1812 had a significant impact on the development of Wind
Point Lighthouse. In 1814, British forces invaded Wisconsin Territory and
captured Fort Dearborn in Chicago. The British then turned their attention
to Wind Point, intending to establish a base there. However, the timely
arrival of American warships forced the British to abandon their plans, and
Wind Point remained under American control.

After the war, the United States government recognized the strategic
importance of Wind Point Lighthouse. In 1818, the lighthouse was rebuilt
and expanded, with the addition of a keeper's dwelling and a fog signal
building. The lighthouse also played a vital role in the development of
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Racine Harbor, which became a major shipping center for agricultural
products and manufactured goods.
A Lighthouse Keeper's Tale

Throughout its history, Wind Point Lighthouse has been manned by a
succession of dedicated lighthouse keepers who endured the harsh
conditions and isolation of this remote outpost. One of the most notable
lighthouse keepers was Barb Wardius, who served for over 20 years in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Wardius was a skilled mariner and a meticulous record keeper. He
maintained a detailed logbook, which provides valuable insights into the
daily life and challenges of a lighthouse keeper. Wardius's logbook also
contains vivid accounts of the storms that battered Wind Point Lighthouse,
including the Great Blizzard of 1880, which left the lighthouse buried in
snow for several weeks.

Modernization and Preservation

In the early 20th century, Wind Point Lighthouse underwent a series of
modernization upgrades. In 1928, the lighthouse was electrified, and the
original whale oil lamp was replaced with a more efficient electric light. In
1940, the lighthouse was automated, eliminating the need for a
постоянное наличие смотрителя.

Despite these advancements, Wind Point Lighthouse remained vulnerable
to the ravages of time and the elements. In the 1970s, the lighthouse was
in danger of collapse due to erosion and structural damage. In response, a
group of concerned citizens formed the Wind Point Lighthouse
Preservation Society, which raised funds to restore and preserve the
lighthouse.



A Symbol of Community Pride

Today, Wind Point Lighthouse stands as a symbol of community pride and
a testament to the enduring spirit of the people who have lived and worked
on the shores of Lake Michigan. The lighthouse is a popular tourist
destination, offering visitors a glimpse into the region's maritime history and
the life of a lighthouse keeper.

The Wind Point Lighthouse Preservation Society continues to play a vital
role in preserving and promoting the lighthouse. The society organizes
tours, educational programs, and community events to ensure that the
lighthouse remains a cherished landmark for generations to come.

Wind Point Lighthouse has stood the test of time, bearing witness to the
storms, challenges, and triumphs that have shaped the history of the Great
Lakes region. From its humble origins as a navigational aid in the 19th
century to its role as a modern-day symbol of community pride, Wind Point
Lighthouse remains a beacon of endurance and a testament to the
indomitable spirit of humankind.

As the waves of Lake Michigan continue to crash against its base, Wind
Point Lighthouse will forever serve as a reminder of the courage, resilience,
and unwavering determination of those who have dedicated their lives to
ensuring the safe passage of vessels and illuminating the path for future
generations.
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